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It is rare tor two such totally difterent books to appear on the samc theatre within
guch a drort time, but thB is the case here...

Grandini, Altredo Croooche Daslcali itel Iertto lEttorca ill Arearo - ,I ptToo
clBgrrahternio (1833-1882) Olschki, Florence 1995, 375pp

This book contaim boih a detailed narrative and a tine formatted chronology. The narratlve has
sePatate sections on every prcdsction given at the Teatro Petrarca, and usoally also men:iona
productions at the older Teatro La Fenice. The chronology ia arranged by season and givcs
whatever lnfomatlon is available to ih€ author. Casts are gcnerally lndicated, blt may or may
not include the roles actually $ng by individual anists. ln most cases tha dates of the first
pedormance ot each produclion are provlded, orcca3ionally they are not. First nai|es ot Cng€ls
are also provided wharcver possibl..
Finally the,e ls an inder ot singers and a tai y comprehensive blbllography.

Recognising the limhatiorE of thc data that are available to aesesrcheB trying to Gcon3truct
nineteelh century pertormancca, this title ls iust about a3 good as it ls po6slble toa dJch a
volume to be. A msgnificent book that could yrell serve as a model for badly naeded boob on
many other ltallan theaters, especially thc Tlatrc dclls Pergola In ncsrby Florence.

RuPi, Danilo Pastega, degll Spettacot! dei prlui 15O afln! (1833-1983) Catosci, Conona
19 ,22rpp

The RuPl volume cover3 a tifie span ot l5o years, and has a day-by-day chronology of all
performancq3 glven at this theater in the foim ot a table with various headings such as opera,
operetta, prose, concerts and miscellaneous (ballet, cinema etc.), together with receiptg. But
there are no casls, ercept in the few playbilla which serve as lllu3trations.

Tom Kaut&an


